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“Introduction to International Environmental Law” 
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The seminar series is organised as part of the activities of the SustainEUorPlanet – Jean Monnet Chair Pro-

ject, co-financed by the European Union 



 

Abstract: The seminar series delivered by Professor Farnelli on “Litigation in International Investment Law 
Concerning Environmental Issues” will be composed of three lectures. The first two lectures (5 and 14 May 
2025) will provide a broad-brush sketch of the basic features of international investment law and arbitration, 
on the one hand, and international environmental law, on the other. This, with a view to providing the legal 
framework relevant for the monographic part of the third lecture (20 May 2025), which will address how en-
vironmental Issues may enter investment arbitration both as states' defences and counterclaim, or by claim-
ants as arguments instrumental to evidencing a breach of an investment standard. The EU approach to the 
indicated topics will constantly be considered. 
 
  
 
Prof. Gian Maria Farnelli: Associate Professor at the Department of Legal Studies, University of Bologna. 
Visiting scholar at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law in Heidelberg. 
Member of the Italian defence panel in M/V Norstar (TIDM), Allegations of Genocide under the Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (CIG) and Questions of jurisdictional immunities 
of the State and measures of constraint against State-owned property (CIG). Research assistant in interstate 
and investment litigation. He has published in Italian and English on the Law of the Sea, Investment Law, Law 
of International Adjudication, Environmental Law, Immunity Law and International Terrorism. 
 

 
 
SustainEUorPlanet: The Project offers an interdisciplinary and critical analysis of international policies and 
legal frameworks of the European Union aimed at economic and social equity, respect for the environment, 
access to clean energy and essential goods, and the search for security to overcome geopolitical tensions and 
asymmetries. SustainEUorPlanet has a dual purpose. On the one hand, it offers a set of activities that provide 
for the training of an excellent management and academic class, involving EU, national and international of-
ficials, politicians, NGOs, companies and public administrations. On the other hand, the Jean Monnet Chair 
project studies and analyses the role of the EU as a global player in constantly promoting a sustainability 
agenda for trade, environment, energy and climate policies, highlighting the importance of the responsibility 
of economic actors and the relevance that EU citizens can have in shaping and enforcing the EU's external 
instruments through participation and transparency. Equal attention is paid to security policy in the context 
of the global economy (see the project's webpage and LinkedIn account). 
 

https://site.unibo.it/sustaineuorplanet/en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sustaineuorplanet/about/?viewAsMember=true

